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About the project

“New Neighbours” aims to highlight the positive social, cultural and economic contributions
made by migrants and refugees throughout communities across Europe. The objectives are
to facilitate direct participation in public and community media production and to create new
intercultural media spaces, in order to raise awareness and to promote understanding
between locals and newcomers. This will be achieved through various activities
implemented by the project partners, including a new series of TV documentaries produced
2019 by public service broadcasters in nine European countries, as well as social media-
based campaigns, media skills trainings, research and focus group work, expert meetings and
other events. In addition, New Neighbours will build stronger links between media and civil
society organisations, which will improve the flow of information and can help to deliver the
message to a wider and more diverse audience. The project is funded by the European
Commission and coordinated by the European Broadcasting Union (EBU). Partners of EBU are
CMFE - Community Media Forum Europe, MDI - Media Diversity Institute, COSPE - Cooperation
for the development of emerging countries and COMMIT - Community Media Institute for
training, research and consulting. Project term is January 2019 to December 2020. Further
information can be found on the New Neighbours website.

About the author
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Carme Mayugo | Majo is an ex-journalist and specialist in educommunication. She holds a
PhD in Media Literacy and Community Media from the University of Santiago de Compostela
(USC) and a Master's degree in Communication and Education from the University Autonoma
de Barcelona (UAB). In 1996, she co-founded a cooperative specialized in media literacy with
a strong community focus: Teleduca. Educacié i Comunicacio, where she works as coordinator
since 2002. She also uses to teach on community communication and participatory
audiovisual media. She knows a lot of experiences dedicated to community media and media
literacy around the world (especially in Europe and America), and she participates in several
social movements and networks.

On behalf of COMMIT, Carme Mayugo i Majo participates in the New Neighbours project as
the local researcher and focus group moderator for Spain
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Migrants, refugees and ethnic minorities in Spain: data and challenges

The population in Spain (January 1, 2019) is 46,934,632 according to the data of Spanish
National Statistics Institute INE. It refers to all the people who have established their habitual
residence in Spanish territory. Regarding inhabitants born outside, in 2018 were accounted
6,386,904 (13,61%) immigrants from other countries, regardless of their nationality of origin or
current nationality. By regions of the world, 2,138,955 are coming from European countries
(83,96% from EU-28), 2,039,082 are from South America, 1,154,910 from African countries,
473,790 from Central America and Caribbean, 462,197 from Asian countries, 110,240 from
North America and only 7,730 from Oceania countries.

The main countries of origin of immigrants living in Spain (January 1, 2018) are: Morocco
(825,674), Romania (593,532), Ecuador (404,414), Colombia (394,431), Argentina (256,071),
Venezuela (255,071) and United Kingdom (248,824). The biggest increases during the last two
years have been in Venezuelan, Colombian and Moroccan population. And the residents coming
from Ecuador, Romania and Bulgaria are declining.

There has been a vertiginous growth of migration in Spain. It is the country with the largest
increase in the entire European Union, in just two decades. Between 2001 and 2008, the migrant
population tripled: from 1,969,269 to 6,044,528 residents born in a foreign country. But the
economic crisis stopped this progression, because in 10 years the figure was tilting between 6
and 7 million, with a continuous but more moderate growth until 2012 and an also progressive
decline until 2016, although in 2017 and 2018 a measured increase has begun. The highest
figure of migrant people living Spain was in 2012, with 6,759,780 residents. Comparing 2008
and 2018 data of INE, the increase has been only 5,66% (342,376 migrants more).

“Non-EU immigration who arrived to Spain in the last two decades is basically economic and first
generation, formed by young adults in search of employment, but in this period is also growing
a second generation of children of migrants (born in Spain or immigrants in their childhood or
adolescence), whose professional success will be the key to their social integration. It is
impossible to accurately assess the size of this second generation of migrant children” (Gonzalez,
2019). The poor academic results (especially of male children of migrants, of which more than
40% did not finish secondary school) indicate a danger that inequality in access to the labour
market will be accentuated in a short and medium term. This could feed the social rejection
towards the immigrant population.


http://www.ine.es/jaxiPx/Tabla.htm?path=/t20/e245/p08/l0/&file=01006.px&L=1
http://www.ine.es/jaxiPx/Tabla.htm?path=/t20/e245/p08/l0/&file=01006.px&L=1
http://www.ine.es/jaxiPx/Datos.htm?path=/t20/e245/p08/l0/&file=01006.px
http://www.ine.es/jaxiPx/Datos.htm?path=/t20/e245/p08/l0/&file=01006.px
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According to the INE migration statistics for 2018, migration flows in Spain currently show a
positive balance as immigration is 643,037 and emigration is less than half (309,365). That
means a positive migratory balance: 333,672 new residents.

Taking as reference the data on the evolution of migration in the EU (2006-17) by countries,
Spain has not yet reached in 2017 (532,132) the figure of 2008 (599,075) in terms of long-term
immigrants arriving. This data dropped a lot due to the economic crisis, if we compare them with
those of 2006 (840,844) and 2007 (958,266). But the figure is in clear growth since 2013, when
it decreased to 280,772 people due to the situation of the Spanish economy.

Most of new immigration arriving in Spain does so through regular entry routes: study visa, family
reunification, tourism, etc. But the western route of the Mediterranean has become the main
entrance channel to the EU of irregular migration detected at the border. The figures for 2018
(65,000 arrived by sea or through Ceuta and Melilla) are the highest in the contemporary history
of Spain, much higher than those that caused the previous peak in irregular entry volume in 2005
and 2006 (Gonzalez, 2019). The people come predominantly from the Maghreb, especially from
Morocco. This arrival is due to four main reasons: the announcement of the mandatory military
service, the severe drought in 2017, the repression of protests in the Rif area and the growing
frustration of the youth whose expectations remain unfulfilled.

Spain attended at the end of 2018 about 11,000 unaccompanied immigrant minors (MENA), 70%
of them Moroccans. This figure has caused the saturation of shelter centres, especially in
Andalusia, Catalonia and Melilla. In addition, it seems that “a large part of this influx of
unaccompanied minors is a consequence of decisions taken by Maghreb families who choose to
send their teenagers to Spain (..)". These are not cases of abandonment “but of economic
migration that responds to family strategies” (Gonzalez, 2019).

Asylum or refuge has always had very little weight in all the entries of immigrants to Spain,
basically because it is a complicated process, very slow and with a low percentage of favourable
resolutions. But the trend is changing and there is a greater demand. Regarding the asylum
applicants in the last data of Eurostat (update: 18-06-2019), a strong growth can be seen in the
last five years. There were 6,515 people in 2014, but this figure was more than doubled in 2015
(14,780) and 2016 (15,755). The increase was even more than doubled between 2016 and
2017 (36,605) and it grew by 47.66% in 2018 (to 54,050).

Now Spain is among the five EU countries with the most applicants after a record figure of 2018,
with the difference that mostly applications arrive from South America. But it has a much lower
recognition rate than its European partners. In 2018, only 12,000 requests were resolved and
only one in four persons was granted protection. In addition, in 2018, 78,710 files were
accumulated, which take about two years to resolve. The Asylum Office, under the Ministry of
Interior, has collapsed completely. On March 31, 2019, there were yet 102,890 people waiting
for aresponse to their asylum request. The last update, dated May 31, gives 46,581 applications
for international protection submitted in 2019, according the Ministry of Interior.


http://www.ine.es/dyngs/INEbase/en/operacion.htm?c=Estadistica_C&cid=1254736177000&menu=ultiDatos&idp=1254735573002
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/tgm/table.do?tab=table&plugin=1&language=en&pcode=tps00176
http://appsso.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/nui/show.do?dataset=migr_asyappctza&lang=EN
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Venezuelans represent more than a third of applicants, due to the political crisis in their country,
followed by Colombians, Syrians and Hondurans. Despite this, Moroccans appear in the statistics
among the main beneficiaries of refugee status for the second consecutive year.

Immigration policies in Spain: legal situation and discrimination

Immigration policies in Spain are covered under Royal Decree 557/2011, dated April 20, which
approves the Regulation of Organic Law 4/2000, on the rights and freedoms of foreigners in
Spain and their social integration. In order to obtain residence papers in Spain, it is necessary to
have a regular employment contract or a student visa. If this is not the case, three years after
arrival on Spanish territory, the migrant may start the process to obtain residence due to
exceptional circumstances, due to social roots.

People who are in an irregular situation can be detained by the police. Then an expulsion
procedure begins, which may be ordinary or preferred (faster than the ordinary). Migrants related
to a file of expulsion from Spanish territory are usually locked in one of the immigration
detention centres (called centros de internamiento de extranjeros, or CIEs). Broad-based civil
society campaigns demanding the closure of CIEs gained momentum in Spain as the treatment
of detainees in some facilities is very poor and detention seems to be an inadequate response
to migration and refugee challenges. Under the law, people locked up cannot remain detained
for more than 60 days. If they cannot be repatriated, they leave and keep in a legal limbo. During
their stay they are not guaranteed their most basic social and civil rights.

When migrants have a permanent residence permit, they have civil rights and a broad group of
social rights, but they largely lack political rights, making a huge difference between a person
who does own Spanish citizenship and someone who does not. This way of seeing the
immigrants as a simple subject inserted in the labour market, serves to reinforce the current
conditions of migration policies and, thus, link their legal situation to a simple reinforcement in
the territory’s production market (Zanfrini and Lodigiani, 2017).

Family reunification is set out in articles 17 and 18 of chapter Il of Organic Law 4/2000. Migrants
can request the family reunification of any person who depends economically on them (couple,
minor children, children with disabilities, children more than 18 years old but still depending
economically, or their ascendants of more than 65 years who do not have anyone in their country
who can take charge). It is a very complicated process with a greatest amount of bureaucracy
involved and also requiring a large amount of economic means. Children of immigrants born in
Spain do not automatically obtain Spanish nationality due to the fact that they were born on
Spanish territory (art. 34). If the parents are in a regular situation, they may opt for the
acquisition of Spanish nationality of the child after the first year of life.


http://www.tanquemelscie.cat/p/english.html
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The fourth additional provision states that immigrants have to complete 10 years of
uninterrupted legal residence in Spain to acquire nationality, except Latin American, Filipino or




